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in promoting tourism destinations and the problems faced. An in-depth
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namely constraints in tourism promotion and the role of stories and
narratives in the context of destination promotion. In the exploration of
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and community values play an important role in shaping Timor Leste's
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in-depth insightinto Timor Leste's local wisdom and tourism potential. The
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkap keunikan dan kekhasan budaya Timor Leste melalui eksplorasi cerita
dan narasi, sekaligus menganalisis faktor-faktor yang memengaruhi promosi destinasi pariwisata di wilayah ini.
Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah kualitatif dengan sumber data utama berasal dari studi pustaka,
terutama fokus pada cerita rakyat, narasi sejarah, dan kekayaan budaya Timor Leste. Pendahuluan penelitian
mencakup konteks pariwisata di Timor Leste, menyoroti tantangan dalam mempromosikan destinasi pariwisata
dan permasalahan yang dihadapi. Penelusuran literatur mendalam kemudian dilakukan untuk merumuskan
permasalahan penelitian, yaitu kendala dalam promosi pariwisata dan peran cerita serta narasi dalam konteks
promosi destinasi. Dalam eksplorasi keunikan budaya, temuan menunjukkan bahwa mitologi lokal, tradisi lisan,
dan nilai-nilai kebersamaan memainkan peran penting dalam membentuk identitas budaya Timor Leste. Analisis
faktor-faktor yang memengaruhi promosi destinasi melibatkan evaluasi terhadap pemasaran, infrastruktur
pariwisata, media, teknologi, dan aspek keberlanjutan. Hasil penelitian ini memberikan wawasan mendalam
tentang kearifan lokal dan potensi pariwisata Timor Leste. Temuan ini diharapkan dapat menjadi dasar bagi
pengembangan strategi promosi yang lebih efektif, mengintegrasikan keunikan budaya dalam cerita dan narasi
sebagai landasan untuk meningkatkan daya tarik destinasi pariwisata ini di mata wisatawan global.

Kata Kunci : Destinasi, Parawisata, Timor Leste

INTRODUCTION

Timor Leste, as one of the relatively newly independent countries in the Middle East,
offers rich and diverse tourism potential. Tourism is a strategic sector that can support
economic growth and introduce the country's unique culture to the world. However, the challenges in
promoting Timor Leste tourism destinations cannot be ignored. The success of tourism promotion
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depends not only on natural beauty and facilities, but also on the ability to portray the
uniqueness and distinctive eness of the culture that is the main attraction (H. A. Soares, 2013).

Timor Leste has a rich history and cultural heritage. The country's diverse ethnic and
community groups have created a unique and valuable cultural heritage. In order to increase
tourism attraction, it is necessary to take an in-depth approach to explore and reveal the
uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor Leste's culture. One of the proposed ways to achieve this
goal is through the exploration of stories and narratives related to local culture. Stories and
narratives can be an effective tool for tourists to understand the diversity of cultures, traditions,
and values of the local community.

In this context, this journal article aims to explore the uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor
Leste's culture through the exploration of stories and narratives, with a focus on analyzing
factors that influence tourism destination promotion. The method used in this research is
qualitative, using literature study data sources to explore relevant and in-depth information.
Thus, this article is expected to contribute to further understanding of how Timor Leste's
cultural uniqueness can be a key element in a successful tourism promotion strategy.

In order to explore and explore the cultural uniqueness of Timor Leste, this article will
involve an in-depth analysis of local stories and narratives related to Timor Leste. the
country's cultural heritage. These stories and narratives are expected to present a more vivid and
authentic picture of the daily lives, traditions and beliefs of Timorese people. The analysis of these
stories and narratives will allow the research to detail the values upheld, customary practices and
cultural experiences unique to each community.

In the context of analyzing factors that influence the promotion of tourism
destinations, this article will highlight the role of mass media, tourism infrastructure, and
other internal and external factors that can affect the effectiveness of promotion. Through a
qualitative approach, this article seeks to explore more in-depth perspectives and nuances that may
not be apparent through quantitative research methods.

Thus, it is expected that the results of this study will provide new insights into Timor
Leste's tourism potential and formulate strategic recommendations to improve the
promotion of tourism destinations by optimizing cultural uniqueness and distinctiveness
through stories and narratives. The contribution of this article is expected to support the
development of sustainable and highly competitive tourism in Timor Leste.

The tourism industry has become one of the strategic and potential economic sectors
in various countries, including Timor Leste. However, in the context of these tourism
development ambitions, problems in tourism destination promotion are a major concern.
Timor Leste, as a destination rich in cultural uniqueness and natural beauty, faces a number
of challenges that affect the effectiveness of tourism destination promotion.

One of the problems that arises is limited resources, both in terms of budget and
promotional infrastructure. Limited promotional efforts are often an obstacle in reaching
international markets and communicating Timor Leste appeal widely. The lack of adequate
budget allocations and up-to- date promotional infrastructure are serious challenges in
presenting this destination to the world.

Furthermore, the lack of a positive image and in-depth understanding of Timor Leste's
tourism potential is also a fundamental problem. The lack of effort in distributing comprehensive
and engaging information about the cultural heritage, natural beauty, and unique experiences that
Timor Leste can offer can limit the destination's appeal to potential travelers.

In addition, low global awareness of Timor Leste unique culture has hampered the
growth of the tourism sector. Efforts to increase understanding and appreciation of Timor
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Leste's rich culture need to be stepped up in order for the destination to compete more
effectively at the international level.

In this context, this research will dig deeper into the problems of promoting tourism
destinations in Timor Leste, with the aim of formulating appropriate strategies and solutions
to increase attractiveness and tourist visits to these destinations.

In the context of efforts to promote Timor Leste's tourism destinations, fundamental
problems arise related to the constraints that hinder the effectiveness of promotion on the
main constraints faced in efforts to promote Timor Leste's tourism destinations, both in terms
of resources, infrastructure, and other aspects that affect the attractiveness of this destination in
the eyes of international tourists.

In addition to the obstacles that may be faced, it is necessary to understand the role that stories
and narratives play in building the image and attractiveness of tourism destinations. Local
stories and narratives can be integrated in Timor Leste's tourism destination promotion
strategy, to what extent do stories play arole.and narrative in influencing tourists' perceptions
of Timor Leste's uniqueness and cultural appeal.

The main objective of this research is to explore the uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor
Leste's culture. Through a qualitative approach, this research aims to explore the cultural values that
characterize the people of Timor Leste. The questions to be answered are to what extent this
cultural uniqueness can be identified and explained, and how these values can be an attraction
for tourists visiting this destination.

The second objective of this research is to conduct an in-depth analysis of the factors
that influence the promotion of Timor Leste's tourism destinations. Through a qualitative
approach and by utilizing desk research, this research will evaluate the role of mass media,
tourism infrastructure, and other internal and external factors that can influence promotional
success. Research questions include the extent to which these factors play a role in
strengthening or weakening Timor Leste's tourism destination promotion efforts, and how
they can be optimized to enhance the country's tourism appeal.

This research is expected to contribute significantly to a deeper understanding of the
uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timorese culture. Through the exploration of local stories and
narratives, this research seeks to open a window into the values, traditions and customs that
distinguish Timorese society. As such, this research not only has the potential to enrich
academic knowledge, but also provide valuable insights for the community, government and
related parties to better appreciate and preserve the cultural heritage owned by this country.

In addition to contributing to cultural understanding, this research will generate
concrete recommendations for the improvement of Timor Leste's tourism promotion
strategy. By analyzing the factors that influence promotion, this research can provide an in-depth look
at how the government and other stakeholders can improve and optimize their promotional
efforts. These recommendations are expected to serve as a practical guide to increase the
attractiveness of Timor Leste's tourism destinations globally, expand audience reach, and
support the sustainable growth of the tourism sector.

This research will focus on the unique cultural aspects of Timor Leste. These include the
values, traditions, customs and local artistic expressions that give Timorese society its distinctive
identity. By delving into the stories and narratives that span the local culture, this research will
explore the elements that make Timorese culture special and set it apart from other cultures. As
such, the scope of this research will specifically discuss and detail the local wisdom inherent in
the daily lives of the people.
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The scope of this research will be limited to analyzing the factors that influence the
promotion of Timor Leste's tourism destinations, with a special emphasis on desk research as a
source of data. The analysis involves an in-depth evaluation of relevant literature covering factors
such as the role of mass media, tourism infrastructure, and other elements that can affect
promotional effectiveness. The research will utilize various scholarly references to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of these factors, with the aim of identifying strategic
recommendations to improve the promotion of Timor Leste' tourism destinations.

METHODS

This research uses a qualitative approach and relies on data sources from studies. This study
aims to explore the unique culture of Timor Leste and analyze the factors that influence tourism
destination promotion. A qualitative approach was chosen because it can provide a more in-depth
understanding of the complex cultural context and promotional factors. The steps of the
research methodology are outlined below.

This research uses a qualitative research design with a focus on exploring cultural
uniqueness and analyzing promotional factors(NIM, 2023). Case studies will be the main
framework to gain a comprehensive insight into Timor Leste's tourism context.

The research population involved data sources from various literature studies(NIM,
2023), including books, scientific articles, and official documents related to Timor Leste's culture and
tourism promotion strategies. The sample was selected based on the relevance and diversity of
information required to achieve the research objectives.

Data will be collected through desk research analysis techniques(Adlini dkk. 2022).
Thematic analysis will be used to compile findings regarding Timor Leste's cultural uniqueness,
while content analysis will be applied to identify factors that influence tourism destination
promotion.

The data analysis process will involve extracting key information from the selected
literature review sources(Alaslan, 2022). Thematic and content analysis will provide a foundation
for identifying patterns, key findings, and relationships between cultural uniqueness and tourism
promotion factors.

To ensure validity and reliability, this research will involve a series of verification and
validation stages for the findings found through the literature analysis. Through this approach,
it is hoped that this research will be able to provide in-depth insights into the uniqueness of Timor
Leste's culture and provide concrete recommendations for improving tourism destination
promotion strategies.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Uniqueness and Distinctiveness of Timor Leste Culture

The uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor Leste's culture is what sets the country apart
among the nations of the Middle East. The rich and diverse cultural heritage reflects the country's
long history and ethnic diversity. One aspect that stands out is the wealth of traditional arts
and crafts that reflect the daily life and values of the people of Timor Leste.

One of Timor Leste's unique cultures is traditional dance. Typical dances depict stories
and rituals of daily life, such as harvests, weddings and traditional ceremonies. These dances
are not only a form of entertainment but also a means of conveying the historical and spiritual
messages inherent in Timorese culture(Sugiarti, 2018).
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In addition, traditional carving is also an integral part of Timor Leste's cultural heritage.
The intricate and colorful wood carvings reflect the high craftsmanship of local artisans and often
have deep symbolic meanings. The motifs used in this carving art are

are often related to mythology, spirituality, and natural elements that are considered sacred by the
local community.

Timor Leste culture is also reflected in various traditional ceremonies, one of which is
the traditional Tetum ceremony. These ceremonies involve a series of rituals that include
singing, dancing and various offerings to honor ancestors and spirits who are thought to
protect the community(Sugiarti, 2014). The uniqueness of these ceremonies creates a sacred
atmosphere that connects the people of Timor Leste to their heritage.

Timor Leste unique and distinctive culture forms a strong foundation for the country's
national identity. By preserving and promoting its cultural heritage, Timor Leste not only
expresses who it is but also teaches traditional values to future generations, ensuring the
continuity and sustainability of this precious culture.

Timor Leste culture is also reflected in the belief systems and spirituality that the local
people hold dear. Timor Leste's traditional beliefs include the continuation of relationships
with ancestral spirits, nature spirits, and the abundant spiritual forces around them. Religious
rituals, such as the veneration of sacred places and the performance of traditional
ceremonies, embody the depth of spirituality of the Timorese people.

Traditional food is also an integral part of Timor Leste's rich culture. Dishes such as grilled
fish, corn, cassava and other local ingredients reflect local wisdom in utilizing available natural
resources(Niis, 2022). The unique flavors and presentation of traditional Timorese food create a
distinctive culinary experience and illustrate the close relationship between culture, environment
and daily life.

The Tetum language is one of the most important elements that characterize Timor
Leste's unique culture. As the country's official language, Tetum is the main medium of communication
at all levels of society. The preservation of this language is an important factor in maintaining
cultural identity and strengthening the sense of unity among Timorese.

In the context of cultural distinctiveness, traditional painting and weaving are also
valuable heritages that characterize Timor Leste's culture. Paintings with ethnic motifs and
creative weavings reflect the high craftsmanship of local artists and are a medium of artistic
expression that enriches the nation's cultural heritage.

With all this uniqueness and distinctiveness, Timor Leste's culture is not only a
valuable asset for its own people, but also an attraction for tourists who want to explore and
experience the beauty of cultural diversity owned by this country.

Distinguishing Cultural Values

The cultural values inherent in Timorese society reflect local wisdom, spirituality, and a close
connection with the surrounding nature. Some of the distinctive values that distinguish Timor
Leste's culture include:

1. Respect for Ancestors:

The people of Timor Leste place a high value on ancestors and ancestral spirits.
Traditional ceremonies and religious rituals are often performed as an expression of respect
and honor for ancestors who are considered protectors and guides in everyday life.

2. Togetherness and Solidarity:
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The concept of togetherness and solidarity is highly emphasized in Timor Leste's
culture. The people tend to live in mutual cooperation, helping and supporting each other in various
aspects of life. This togetherness is reflected in the tradition of mutual cooperation, especially
in agricultural activities and traditional ceremonies(Ximenes, 2019).

. Balance with Nature:
Timor Leste's culture reflects a harmonious relationship with nature. Its people have
a deep understanding of their dependence on the environment and maintain a balance between
humans and nature(Nomleni dkk., 2019). These values are reflected in sustainable agricultural
practices and the wise use of natural resources.

. Diversity and Tolerance:

Timor Leste is a place of ethnic and religious diversity. The culture of the people
reflects values of tolerance and interfaith harmony. Although the majority of the population is
Catholic, there are also traditional religious practices that are respected peacefully and with
mutual respect.

. Resilience in the Face of Challenges:

Timor Leste's long history of conflict has shaped the resilient and resilient character
of its people. The values of resilience, courage and unyielding spirit are an integral part of
Timorese culture(Siswandoyo, 2016). This is reflected in various traditional ceremonies and
rituals that emphasize the spirit of togetherness in overcoming various obstacles.

These cultural values not only provide a strong identity for the people of Timor Leste, but also
serve as a moral foundation that guides daily behavior and social interaction within their
community. The sustainability and preservation of these cultural values is a shared
responsibility to maintain the uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor Leste in the midst of
modernization.

Unique Traditions and Customs

Timor Leste has anumber of unique traditions and customs, reflecting the rich cultural
heritage thathasbeen passed down from generation to generation. Some of the traditions and
customs that characterize Timor Leste's unique culture include:

. Tetum Traditional Ceremony:

Tetum traditional ceremonies are an integral part of Timorese life. They involve a
series of rituals that include traditional dances, songs and offerings (Meneses, 2014). They are
often held to celebrate important events such as harvests, weddings or religious ceremonies.
Each dance movement and song lyric has a deep symbolic meaning, connecting the
community with ancestors and nature spirits.

. Wedding Customs:

The marriage process in Timor Leste is characterized by a series of unique customs. In
addition to the formal traditional ceremony, there are also local traditions that may vary from
region to region. One interesting tradition is the "katak lorok," where the groom must show courage
by facing obstacles prepared by the bride's family before he can marry his bride-to-be.

. Tara Bandu:

Tara Bandu is a customary tradition in Timor Leste that refers to the traditional legal
system used to regulate people's lives. This tradition involves the establishment of rules and
prohibitions that are respected by the local community. Tara Bandu covers various aspects of
life, including natural resource management, marriage, and conflicts between communities.

[t is important to note that Tara Bandu has strong sustainability in Timor Leste, and
many communities still respect and apply it in their daily lives. The system reflects cultural
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values and local wisdom, and plays a role in maintaining ecosystem balance and relationships
between community members.

Kore Metan ritual

The Kore Metan ritual is a religious tradition in Timor Leste that is an important part
of the cultural heritage of the people there. It involves a series of ceremonies and offerings
performed to celebrate or invoke blessings from ancestral spirits, gods, or certain spiritual
entities.

In the Kore Metan Ritual, participants often gather to pray, sing traditional songs,
dance and make offerings of food or sacred objects. The purpose can vary, such as asking for
land fertility, community welfare, or protection from disasters.

These rituals have a high sacred and social value to the people of Timor Leste, and
often involve the involvement of the entire community. Kore Metan reflects the community's
spiritual depth and belief in the relationship between the material and spiritual worlds within
their cultural context.

. Woven Fabric Party:

Woven fabrics have a high symbolic and artistic value in Timor Leste. The process of
making woven fabrics involves high craftsmanship from local artisans and involves deep traditional
elements. Pesta Kain Tenun is a moment to showcase and celebrate the beauty of the art of
weaving, and to encourage the preservation of Timor Leste's traditional weaving heritage.

These traditions and customs not only imply cultural values, but also serve as a bridge
to forge bonds of togetherness among the people of Timor Leste. By preserving and promoting
these traditions, they not only celebrate their ancestral heritage, but also ensure that its
uniqueness lives on and is presented to future generations.

Tourism Destinations in Timor Leste

Tourism destinations in Timor Leste offer a unique experience that combines natural beauty,
cultural richness and the hospitality of the local people. The country, located on the Eastern tip of
Timor Island, has distinctive tourist attractions that characterize its unique culture. One
destination that stands out is:

. Cristo Rei Beach:

Cristo Rei Beach, located in Dili, is one of the most stunning coastal destinations in
Timor Leste. In addition to the soft white sand and clear sea water, the beach is also famous for the
statue of Jesus the King that towers over the hill, providing spectacular views and a spiritual
attraction(Silva, 2013). The presence of this statue creates a religious atmosphere and
illustrates the harmony between natural beauty and religious values.

. Maubara Lake:

Lake Maubara, located in the southwestern part of Timor Leste, offers a mesmerizing natural
landscape. The lake is surrounded by green hills that enrich the natural panorama. It is not only a
beautiful place to relax, but also a witness to history with Portuguese and Dutch relics in the
vicinity.

. Baucau City:

Baucau City, one of the oldest cities in Timor Leste, offers the charm of a historic town
with colonial buildings. Old churches, traditional markets and cobbled streets provide an
authentic atmosphere. The city not only witnesses the development of

history, but also a center of cultural activities with traditions and festivals held regularly.
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. Mount Ramelau:

Mount Ramelau, also known as Tatamailauy, is the highest point in Timor Leste. The climb
to the top of this mountain offers not only a challenging adventure, but also a breathtaking natural
panorama. From the top of Mount Ramelau, visitors can enjoy spectacular sunrises and sunsets,
creating an unforgettable experience of spirituality and natural beauty.

. The traditional village of Lospalos:

Lospalos is one of the areas in Timor Leste that retains the authenticity of its traditional
culture. The traditional villages around Lospalos present the lives of people who are still very
much tied to local customs (Amir & Rachim, t.t.). Visitors can feel the warmth of the local
community and take part in traditional activities that illustrate daily life and the cultural
values upheld.

This tourism destination, which is associated with the theme "Exploring the Uniqueness
and Cultural Distinctiveness of Timor Leste through the Exploration of Stories and Narratives,"
provides opportunities for tourists to experience natural beauty and immerse themselves in local
wisdom. An analysis of the factors influencing the promotion of this tourism destination can
provide valuable insights to increase the attractiveness and visibility of Timor Leste as a unique
and exotic tourist destination.

Natural and Cultural Tourism Potential

Timor Leste holds an alluring natural and cultural tourism potential, creating an
extraordinary experience for travelers who want to explore its natural beauty and soak in its
unique cultural richness. Here are a few paragraphs highlighting the natural and cultural
tourism potential of Timor Leste:

. Nature Tourism:

Timor Leste is blessed with stunning natural beauty, including white sandy beaches, green
mountains and diverse tropical forests. Cristo Rei Beach in Dili offers stunning ocean views, while
Mount Ramelau provides a hiking experience with spectacular sunrise and sunset views. Lake
Maubara adds to the charm with its beautiful lake surrounded by green mountains, creating a
peaceful and relaxing atmosphere.

. Cultural Tourism:

Timor Leste's rich culture is reflected in the many traditions, customs and arts passed down
from generation to generation. The traditional villages around Lospalos retain the authenticity of
the local culture with traditional houses and daily activities that are still very much tied to
tradition. Festivals and ceremonies such as the Festa San Juan and the Tetum traditional
ceremony are ideal moments to soak in the diversity and distinctive local color.

. Culinary Tourism:

Timor Leste also presents interesting culinary tourism potential. Traditional foods
such as grilled fish, corn and cassava reflect the utilization of natural resources. Abundant.
Travelers can experience the authentic taste of Timor Leste through traditional culinary
delights served at local markets or traditional restaurants.

. Arts and Crafts Tourism:

Traditional arts and crafts, including woodcarving, weaving and painting, are a particular
attraction in Timor Leste. The local art market showcases the works of local artists depicting the
beauty of ethnic motifs and cultural values. The Woven Fabric Festival is an opportunity to view
and purchase high-quality woven fabrics that are an integral part of Timor Leste's cultural
heritage(F. Soares & Choiriyah, 2016).

With an abundance of natural and cultural tourism potential, Timor Leste has attractions
that have yet to be fully uncovered. Sustainable and responsible tourism development can
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increase the world's understanding of t h e country's natural and cultural treasures, while
providing positive benefits to local communities.

2. Challenges in Developing the Tourism Sector

Developing the tourism sector in Timor Leste is not free from a number of challenges that need
to be overcome in order to achieve sustainable growth. Some of the key challenges in
developing the tourism sector in Timor Leste include:

1. Limited Infrastructure:

One of the main challenges is the limited tourism infrastructure, including
transportation accessibility and the availability of supporting facilities. Some areas may be
difficult to reach, so it is necessary to improve road and transportation infrastructure to
make it easier for tourists to access various destinations.

2. Lack of Promotion and Marketing:
Timor Leste still needs to improve its tourism promotion and marketing efforts at the
international level. Effective promotion can increase global travelers' awareness and interest
in the country's tourism potential and attractions.

3. Limited Human Resources:
The limited number of trained human resources in the tourism industry is a constraint.
Training and skills development for the tourism workforce, including tour guides, can improve the
quality of service and tourist experience(SOARES, 2010).

4. Environmental Conservation:

Tourism growth can have a negative impact on the environment if not managed
properly. Protection of natural ecosystems and sustainability of natural resources are
important issues that must be considered so that tourism growth does not harm the
environment.

5. Poverty and Inequality Levels:
Social inequalities and inequality in the distribution of tourism benefits can be a
barrier. Strategies are needed that ensure that tourism development has a positive impact on
all levels of society and contributes to the reduction of poverty levels.

6. Political and Security Uncertainty:

Political and security factors can affect tourism growth. Political uncertainty or conflict can
discourage tourists from visiting, so political stability and security are essential to attract
investment and tourists(Guterres dkk., 2014).

7. Dependence on a Specific Market Segment:
Reliance on certain market segments, such as business travelers or government
delegations, can increase risk when economic conditions change. Diversification of market segments
is necessary to make the tourism sector more resilient to economic fluctuations.

Overcoming these challenges requires cooperation between the government, private
sector and local communities. With a holistic and sustainable development strategy, Timor
Leste can make the most of its tourism potential while maintaining the sustainability and
diversity of its culture and nature.

C. Analysis of Factors Affecting Tourism Destination Promotion
1. The Role of Media in Improving Destination Image

The analysis of factors affecting the promotion of tourism destinations, especially the
role of the media, is critical in the effort to build a strong and attractive destination image.
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The media has a huge impact in shaping tourists' perception and interest in a destination.
Here are some paragraphs that discuss the role of the media in improving destination image:

The role of media, both conventional and digital, is significant in influencing the image and
appeal of a tourism destination. Through print media, television, radio, and digital platforms
such as websites and social media, destinations can gain wide exposure and create a narrative
that invites tourist interest.

The media has the power to convey stories and experiences about the uniqueness and
distinctiveness of a destination. Positive media coverage can create a positive image, providing an
in-depth understanding of local culture, natural attractions and other tourist attractions.
Conversely, negative coverage can be detrimental to a destination's image.

In addition, the success of destination promotion through the media is greatly
influenced by the quality of collaboration between the government, tourism industry, and
media. Building strong partnerships with local and international media can open up
opportunities for better and targeted coverage.

In the digital age, social media plays an important role in reaching a global audience.
Visual content, such as photos and videos, can bring the travel experience directly to potential
travelers(Pereira, 2017). Hashtags and social media campaigns can be effective tools to raise
awareness and engage audiences.

However, it is important to remember that control over a destination's image is not
entirely in the hands of the government or the tourism industry. Traveler reviews and user-generated
content also have a huge impact. Therefore, destinations need to maintain good relationships
with travelers and provide positive experiences to motivate them to share those experiences
through the media.

The role of the media is crucial in shaping the image of tourism destinations.
Coordinated and strategic efforts in establishing relationships with the media, creating
engaging content, and understanding media trends can help destinations achieve greater
visibility and invite tourist interest.

2. Influence of Tourism Infrastructure and Facilities

The influence of tourism infrastructure and facilities plays a central role in building and
enhancing a destination's tourism sector, including in Timor Leste. In this context, infrastructure
includes transportation networks, accessibility, and supporting facilities such as accommodation,
restaurants, and recreational facilities(Castanheira, 2023). Here are some paragraphs that discuss
the important influence of tourism infrastructure and facilities:

1. Accessibility and Transportation Network:

Good transportation infrastructure and easy accessibility to tourism destinations are
major factors in determining the attractiveness of a region. Good road networks, efficient airports,
and adequate public transportation facilities can open the door for tourist arrivals. Easy access
also allows travelers to explore various destinations seamlessly, creating an enjoyable travel
experience.

2. Accommodation and Service Facilities:

The availability of quality and diverse accommodation is a key factor in attracting
tourists to stay and spend longer in a destination. Hotels, inns, and other facilities need to
meet comfort and safety standards. Service facilities such as restaurants, shopping centers,
and medical facilities also play an important role in creating a tourist-friendly environment.

3. Recreation and Entertainment Facilities:
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Recreation and entertainment facilities, such as parks, historical places, museums, and
cultural activity centers, add value to tourism destinations. Travelers seek not only natural beauty,
butalso diverse experiences. These facilities attract those who want to understand and experience
the rich culture and history of a place.

. Environmental Sustainability:

The influence of tourism infrastructure and facilities is not only limited to tourist
satisfaction, but also to environmental sustainability. Waste management, nature
conservation, and efforts to maintain the ecosystem are important aspects so that tourism does not
harm the surrounding environment. Eco-friendly facilities and sustainable practices will have a
long-term positive impact.

. Local Economic Empowerment:

Good tourism infrastructure can open up local economic opportunities. With the
increase in tourist visits, local communities can be involved in the tourism sector as service
providers, souvenir craftsmen, or culinary businesses(Ronaldo, 2020). This can improve living
standards and empower the local economy.

Tourism infrastructure and facilities play an integral role in building the attractiveness
and success of a tourism destination. The planned and coordinated development of this
infrastructure will support the growth of the tourism sector and provide positive benefits to
local communities and the environment.

C.Data Analysis

1. Exploration of Stories and Narratives in Data Sources

Data analysis in the context of "Exploration of Stories and Narratives in Data Sources" is
a crucial step to gain in-depth insights into the uniqueness and distinctiveness of Timor
Leste's culture, especially in the context of tourism. The process of story and narrative
exploration involves identifying, understanding, and extracting meaning from various data
sources, especially folklore, legends, and historical narratives that are an integral part of
people’s lives.

[t is important to understand the role of oral traditions in shaping cultural identity. Stories
and narratives passed down orally from generation to generation carry values, local wisdom,
and stories of struggle and triumph that are considered valuable in Timorese culture. These oral
traditions are a reflection of local wisdom and a valuable resource for understanding cultural
diversity.

Data analysis also involves finding patterns of stories that stand out and provide a clear
picture of daily life, community values, and historical events that are considered important.
Through mapping these story patterns, elements can be identified that may have appeal for
application in a tourism context.

During the analysis, it was necessary to investigate the symbolic meanings in the stories and
narratives. The symbols that emerge can provide a deeper understanding of how Timorese
people view the world, their beliefs and their relationship with nature (Primadewi dkk., 2021).
This study of symbolic meaning can be the basis for designing deeper and more meaningful
tourism narratives.

The link between stories and narratives and tourism destinations needs to be carefully
identified. How can these stories be integrated into the tourist experience? Are there places
or activities that reflect these stories? Finding these links is an important step towards
creating an authentic tourism experience and providing a deeper appreciation of Timor
Leste's culture.
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By exploring the stories and narratives in the data sources, the data analysis becomes the
foundation for building a tourism narrative that combines cultural richness with natural beauty,
creating a memorable experience for tourists who want to explore and experience the uniqueness
of Timor Leste.

2. Assessment of Factors Affecting Promotion

Assessing the factors that influence the promotion of tourism destinations in Timor
Leste is essential for designing effective promotional strategies. These factors have a
significant impact on destination image and tourist interest. This assessment involves an in-
depth evaluation of the various aspects that influence promotion, including marketing,
infrastructure, media and other factors that can enhance the attractiveness of the destination.

1. Marketing and Branding:

Evaluation of destination marketing and branding efforts needs to include the extent to
which the destination has successfully positioned itself. It needs to be evaluated whether the
destination's brand identity reflects its cultural distinctiveness and unique tourist attractions.
The right marketing strategy can help create a positive image and attract tourists.

2. Tourism Infrastructure:

Assessment of tourism infrastructure includes the availability and quality of
transportation networks, accommodation, and other supporting facilities. Good
infrastructure can

improve the traveler experience and open up opportunities to reach a wider range of
destinations. Evaluations need to address the need for improvement and development so that
infrastructure can support sustainable tourism growth.

3. Media and Promotion:

Evaluation of the role of media in destination promotion involves analyzing the
effectiveness of promotional campaigns, media coverage, and the destination's presence on
social media platforms(C. R. S. Soares, 2012). How the destination utilizes the media to convey
its story and appeal needs to be assessed. The use of media as a tool to create buzz and
increase exposure needs to be evaluated to ensure the desired message is optimally spread.

4. Technology and Innovation:

The assessment of technology utilization and innovation in destination promotion
needs to consider the use of digital platforms, mobile applications, and interactive
technologies. How destinations utilize the latest technology trends to increase engagement
and interaction with travelers is an important factor in this assessment.

5. Sustainability and Conservation:

Evaluation of environmental sustainability and conservation practices is important in
assessing the long-term impacts of destination promotion. How destinations integrate
sustainability principles in their promotional strategies and engage local communities in
conservation practices needs to be evaluated to ensure that tourism growth is not detrimental
to the local environment and culture.

An assessment of these factors provides a comprehensive view of the success of Timor
Leste's tourism destination promotion strategy. With an in-depth understanding of each
factor affecting promotion, appropriate improvement and development measures can be designed to
enhance the attractiveness and success of tourism in the region.

Findings and Discussion
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In exploring the uniqueness of Timor Leste's culture through stories and narratives,
some salient findings can be identified. Folklore passed down through the generations
reflects the richness of the culture and local wisdom. Findings related to cultural uniqueness
involve:

. Powerful Local Mythology:
Timorese folktales contain a strong local mythology, including heroic figures and
mythical creatures that shape cultural identity. The findings illustrate how traditional beliefs
still play an important role in people’s lives.

. Oral Tradition and Orality:
The findings show that Timor Leste's cultural uniqueness is primarily maintained through oral
traditions. The use of oral language in telling stories serves as a bridge that connects
generations, strengthens community ties, and ensures cultural heritage is kept alive.

. Values of Togetherness:

The stories also highlight the values of togetherness and solidarity in Timorese society. The
findings provide a deeper understanding of the social dynamics and norms that underpin
everyday life.

. The Influence of Religion in Narrative:
The uniqueness of Timor Leste's culture is also reflected in the influence of religion, both
Catholic and traditional beliefs, which are integrated into local narratives. This creates a spiritual
layer that enriches the cultural experience.

B. Analysis of Factors Affecting Promotion

In analyzing the factors that influence the promotion of Timor Leste's tourism
destinations, several crucial aspects can be identified. These factors have a direct impact on
promotional strategies and destination image:

. The Role of Media in Enhancing Destination Image:

The analysis shows that the role of media, both print and digital, has a major influence
in improving the destination's image. Positive news coverage, tourism coverage, and social
media utilization are important factors in reaching a global audience and introducing Timor Leste's
unique culture(Lino & AMKL, 2023).

. Story-based Marketing:
Story-based marketing strategies have proven effective in attracting tourists.
Discovered cultural stories can be integrated into marketing campaigns to create compelling
and convincing narratives.

. Quality Tourism Infrastructure:

Evaluation of tourism infrastructure shows that the development and improvement of
infrastructure, including transportation and accommodation, has a positive impact on
destination attractiveness. Good accessibility is key to increasing tourist visits.

4. Development of memorable tourism experiences:

The analysis of promotional factors also emphasized the importance of developing unique
tourism experiences. The uniqueness of culture, tradition, and direct interaction with local
communities are key elements that can increase tourist satisfaction(Haba, 2009).

Through an in-depth understanding of the cultural uniqueness findings and analysis of
promotional factors, a holistic and sustainable strategy can be designed to enhance Timor Leste's
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tourism appeal. By incorporating cultural richness in promotion, the destination has the potential
to become a desirable destination for global travelers.

CONCLUSION

Promoting Timor Leste's tourism destinations is inseparable from a number of obstacles that
need to be considered and overcome. Some of the main obstacles in promoting tourism
destinations in Timor Leste involve:

One of the main obstacles is the limited tourism infrastructure, including
transportation and accommodation. Limited accessibility and lack of adequate facilities can
hinder the growth of tourist visits. Improving infrastructure is an important step to increase
destination attractiveness.

The underdeveloped economic condition in Timor Leste is an obstacle in developing
the tourism sector. Limited funds for promotion and development of tourism infrastructure
are obstacles that need to be overcome with the right policies.

Timor Leste is still poorly recognized globally as a tourism destination. Lack of
international marketing campaigns and lack of exposure in the global media are obstacles in
attracting international tourists.

Past security challenges and political stability can affect the perceived safety of a
destination. Building a safe and stable destination image is a challenge, especially when
travelers consider safety factors in choosing their destination.

In overcoming these obstacles, the role of stories and narratives is crucial in the
context of Timor Leste's tourism promotion. This role includes:

Stories and narratives can be a tool to overcome infrastructure limitations by
emphasizing the uniqueness and cultural experiences that tourists can enjoy. A focus on local
stories and traditions provides added value that can offset the limitations of physical facilities.

Stories and narratives can also play an important role in local economic
empowerment. Introducing local stories into the tourism experience can help encourage local
community participation in the tourism sector, providing a positive economic impact.

By utilizing stories and narratives, destinations can build a positive image globally.
Delivering inspiring and unique narratives can increase a destination's appeal in the eyes of
international travelers.

Stories and narratives can be used to communicate security and stability in Timor Leste.
Highlighting the values of sustainability, community friendliness and natural beauty through
narratives can help change perceptions and increase tourist confidence.

By understanding the role of stories and narratives in overcoming barriers and
promoting tourism destinations, Timor Leste can develop more effective and sustainable
promotional strategies, creating a strong draw for tourists.
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